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Home & Real Estate

Carpenter Gary Ranck is a sales representative for Brookside Homes. Contact him at or 
submit a question to askgary@mountainhomemag.com.

Summer Solution

Ask Gary Gary Ranck

l Corporate
l Business Law
l Job Injuries
l Workers’
       Compensation
l Wills & Trusts
l Estate Administration
l Social Security/
        Disability
l Home Owner’s 
	     Claims

l Personal Injury Claims
l Auto Accidents
l Criminal Defense
        (including DUI)
l Dental, Medical
         Negligence
l Family Law
l Divorce & Custody
l Residential/Commercial 	
	   Real Estate Law

Dear Gary, 
My husband and I would like to install a hot tub in our backyard, but we are unsure 

of how to go about it. We have a semi-level yard and lots of open space. We live out of 
town, but are there legal aspects we need to be aware of? And what if we decide to do 
an in-ground hot tub?     

Burning up in Osceola

Dear Burned Up,
First of all, check with your building codes official and your township for permit 

requirements and to get advice on safe installation. Find a level area close to your house 
to save money on electrical and water connections. You will probably need to have a 
security fence around the tub, or situate it on a raised deck to reduce the risk of anyone 
falling in. If the tub is installed on a deck, the deck will have to be reinforced to support 
the extra weight. It is essential that the tub is placed on a good foundation. You could 
dig into the ground below the frost line and pour a concrete footer, and then lay up 
concrete block to the height you want. Fill the area inside the perimeter foundation 
with stone, set a form, and pour a reinforced four-inch concrete slab on this base. Set 
the hot tub on this platform after the concrete cures. 

You will need to run the proper size wire to power the tub and will also have to install 
a ground fault interrupter to prevent shock. Follow the tub installation instructions, and 
don’t cut corners on the installation. It isn’t worth the risk. Be safe and have everything 
inspected before using.                      

Good Luck.


