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Mother-Daughter Medley
By Karen Meyers 

Photos By James Fitzpatrick

“We knew she had a good ear right away,” says 
Elizabeth Landon’s mother, Betty. “She sang 

on pitch as soon as she started singing at all. She started 
singing early, and she sang all the time. And her rhythm 
was accurate right away, too.”

Betty Landon is a mother who would notice. Before 
Elizabeth was born, Betty taught violin at New York City’s 
prestigious Juilliard Prep and traveled all over America 
and Europe to play in orchestras. Then she decided to 
get her masters degree at Boston University, where she 
met and married Allyn Landon, who was studying music 
composition. Degrees in hand, the Landons moved to the 
Endless Mountains, where Allyn conducted local ensembles 
and wrote music while working in the family apple business, 
Landon Orchards, in Canton, Pennsylvania. Elizabeth was 
born and grew up in the shade of those apple trees.

“My mom was the band director at my school. When I 
was in fourth grade, she stuck a flute in my hand and said, 
‘Try this,’” Elizabeth says.

“And she got a lovely sound right away,” says Betty. “Of 
course, it was a long time before we realized that she would 
be serious about it. She was singing and taking ballet lessons 
and playing the piano, and she loved it all.”

Betty came from a musical family, too. “I started on the 
oboe. I still play the oboe sometimes. But my grandmother 
had a violin in her attic, and I really wanted to play that. I 
didn’t get to start until I was twelve, which is late to begin 
the violin. But I was determined. And my mother did so 
much to support me in my music studies.”

“My mother was my [music] teacher until I was in the 
sixth grade,” says Elizabeth. “Then she started taking me 
to Mansfield for lessons several days a week, after a long 
day at work. When I got serious, she started taking me to 
Wilkes-Barre. I realized how much she was willing to do to 
help me, and that motivated me to work hard.” 

Betty Landon grew up in Lancaster County. Even with 
her late start on the violin, she played in the Lancaster 
Symphony during her high school years. “Nowadays, the 
Lancaster Symphony is a fine professional orchestra,” she 
says. “In fact, Maestro Stephen Gunzenhauser from the 
Endless Mountain Music Festival is the conductor. But in 
those days, it was not unheard of for high school students 
to perform there. I remember the first piece we played 
was Wagner’s [Die] Meistersinger Overture, and I couldn’t 
believe what a thrill it was to be surrounded by that great 
music. I said to myself, ‘This is what I want to do.’”

Music is a family affair in the Landon household. “My 
dad has always provided us with opportunities to perform 
together as a family,” says Elizabeth. “He still does. I love 
that.” He also went with her to all of her college auditions, 
serving as her accompanist on the piano. 

“Our friends on music faculties always remember how 
her father played for her,” adds Betty.

Elizabeth graduated from Northwestern University’s 
distinguished music program, got her masters at Rice 
University, and played in many festival orchestras before 
accepting her current job as principal flutist for the 
Charlotte Symphony. As increasing numbers of American 
orchestras downsize and vanish, it is a mark of distinction 
for a musician to hold such a position. “I feel incredibly 
lucky,” she says.

Despite Elizabeth’s move south, the family aspect of 
music did not end. In 2005, an orchestra formed from 
Tanglewood festival alumni traveled to Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki to commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the 
atomic bombing that ended World War II. “When they 
asked me to play,” Elizabeth says, “I had planned to spend 

Please see Landons on page 32

Elizabeth and Betty Landon on the porch of the impressive Manley-Bohlayer farm house. The house will be venue for the EMMF chamber concert featuring the Landons.


